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Next Generation Swift Boaters

In 2004, Harold Simmons was the biggest funder of the manipulative smear 
group Swift Boat Veterans for Truth. In 2008, Simmons is the sole donor 
funding a vicious attack ad in some battleground states that uses tortured logic 
and clumsy innuendo to invent a tie between Barack Obama and terrorism.

The ad goes completely beyond the pale by cynically exploiting the tragedy of 
9/11 in an unfounded connection with Chicago academic William Ayers. Then 
it claims that Ayers somehow “launched” Barack Obama’s career — an as-
sertion so outlandish that not even Simmons’ fellow discredited Swift Boater 
Jerome Corsi included it in his smear book.

The ad may even be a criminal violation of campaign finance laws. Simmons 
has previously been fined tens of thousands of dollars for campaign finance 
violations – including forging the signatures of his own daughters to make 
political contributions from trust funds.


